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FLOOD: the Guard was there

By 1st Lt. Tom L
By all rules of journalism, o ol b
an objective report o Kentucky

National Guard's flood-relief sfforts in the
southesstorn port of the stato, bt it st
be. And it won't

Rather, it will be o highly subjective
look at the people in muddy green fatigues
and rumpled flight suits who expended so
much effort to help thousands of flood
victima during the first weeks of April.

I was there-not as one doing the hard
and dirty work-but as an observer. And T

disexiption,

Naturally, there were problems, s in
any operation of such magnitude. Mostly
they stemmed from 100 fow people ar not
enough equipm:
demand. But 5

Apam

REBUILDING-Members of the 2015t Engineer Battalion
work to replace a bridge in Pike County follawing the
flood that resulted in the declaration of 15 counties as
“disaster areas.” Nearly 1,000 Kentucky Guardsmen were

Guardsmen discussed what they had done
andwhat they would do tomonow.
Those tasks ranged from cleaning books
and shelves in the Pikeville Library to
being the odedy uud handicapped clean
5. They included hauling wate:

w ﬂoplu unsble to trvel to pick it up.

ks,

res
Pineville, and Pikeville. And there were
erucial tasks, such as transparting seriously
ill patients by air to medical centers in
Leaington wnd elsvwtere.
are satisics that give an ides of

the. enormly of i Guard sscomplith
ment.

example, the Guard hauled about
250 tons of supplies into the 16 counties
dee major areas. Gu
miatem pruvied by only link some small

ities had with the outside world
Suring the sarly days of the eras, During
& 10-dsy poried, aviators transparied 95

tans of general supplies, 8,500 pounds of
medical supplies, and more than 108,000
pounds of food and s, while logging
580 hours of flight tim

‘Medioal evacuation by UH-1 helicopters
undoubtedly saved lives. Fifleen people

medical conters where more sophisticated
care was availabla,
Guard aviators also rescaed at loast 50
trapped e rising water in Pinevile,
Pikeville and other areas.

tion, for example, that many of those
hours were at night, sametimes in

snow and ice.
They don't tell how many hours the

teli how hard the people worked to move
{see “Flood” on page 4)

|s

called to active duty to make repairs, deliver food, medi-
cine, and other supplies, provide sscurity, and remove
debris. (Photo by SFC Keith Kappes)



Guard

Disney Tour

The Recreation Center at Fort Knox
s sponsoring o six-day tour to Walt Disney
World in Florida and they're inviting
Kentucky Guardsmen and their families
1o go along. The trip begins June 14 and
costs §210 for adults and $100 for children
under 12. For complete details, write the
Information, Tour, and Travel Office,
Copple Recreation Center, Building 6590,
Fort Knox, Kentucky 40121, or call
(502) 824-5080,

Spelling Bee

The 307th Heavy Equipment Mainte-
nance Company in Central City has found
an interesting way to show that it is vitally
interested in the community. A $28 US.
Savings Bond was wwarded by the unit to
the winners of spelling bees in school
compotion in Muhlonberg County, Groen-
ville, and Central City recently.

Uniform Change

The summer uniform is to be worn
from the first Monday in May (May 2)
through the third Monday in October
(Ot 17.)

VA Benefit

The Veterans Administration offers
many benefits to Guard members, includ-
ing compensation to Guardsman who are
injured during actual training or while
traveling to and from (raining locations.
Other VA benefits include _guarantees
against lom of employment, accrued
wacation time and rertain employment

Gov: adds $25,000
to tuition fund

Gov. Julian Carroll has authorized an
additional §25,000 for the Kentucky
National Guard Educational Encoursge-
ment Fund, bringing the year's tolal auth-
orization 1o §50,000.

Another 325,000 become available
July 1, ensuring the continued success of
the program.

spokesman for the Board that nd-
ministers the fund said that checks ara now
being \vrl(hl\ that will bring the first-year
expond about §35,000 through the
spring poslag

The spokesman also noted new
polieies that require new applications sach
semester and that dictate that anly appll-
cations submitted plhl to or during a
semester will be consi

——

S e an e

.at a glance

dights, To keep employment benefit
protection the Guardsman must return
to his job the first scheduled working
day after annual training ends.

Good Shows

Two of the military’s most exeiting
demonstration tesms will be in Lexington
in coming months. The Air Force team,
the Thunderbirds, will perform at Blue
Grass Fiold June 12, while the Army's
Golden Kuights will appear at the same
site July 18-21.

Photo Contest
The 12th annusl photo eontest, spon-
sored jointly by National Guard Bureau
and Ihe National Guard Association of the
us, accopting entries. Entry
denline . Aun, 1, Fode nash wire of
$150 and four mare of §75 will be given

and entry blanks will soon be sent to each

Bosses Night

The Combat Support Company of the
1st Battalion, 149th Infantry (Mech)
recently hosted a ““Bosses Night™ at the
Somerset armory to recognize local em-
ployers of Guardsmen. Twenty-four em-
ployers attended the dinner and heard
Ist Lt. Harlan Judd, the unit commander,
and L1, Col. Armando Alfaro, state recruit-
retention officer, discuss the
and the benefits. to both
employers and members.

Secrotary’s Support

Becretary of Defense Harold Brown
recently demonstrated his support of the
Roserve components by proposing that
National Ouard and Reserve troops be
prepared to replace two regular infantry
brigades. According to an Assaciated Press
story, Brown sent the Army a memo
stating that the “affiliai concept is &
success and that its expansion seams
ble. Kentucky has several units operating
under that concept.

Easter Seals dri

nets record total
The 1977 Euser Seas fund drve tope
all provious recards, according to Col
Edward H. Milburn, the project officer.
‘Guardsmen collected $1. IIEIW to aid
the society for crippled chi
the previous high of $118,000 l“ In 1975,
The 130th Light Equipment Mainte.
nance Company recorded the best totals,
collecting $14,500. That amouni was
wised by only 68 people working in
dhall Kentucky.
ne Davis, and Easter Seal Society
ulﬂhﬂ also had high praise for the 2113th
Transportation  Company.  Twantysix
members of that unit collected $5,603.
Davis was also very complimentary of
other units across the state, noting that
donations were significantly higher this
year, even ‘there were fewer Guards-
‘men collecting in the 1977 drive.

FTX-Members of Danville's 303d Gene-
ral Supply Company take part in a
recent exercise at Lexington’s Bluegrass
Army Depot that included all clements
of the 103d Supply and Service Batta-
lion. From left are SP4 Don Woosley,
SP5 Leon Farley, and SFC Lenville

Taylor. (Phato by Sgt. Dave Cobb)

D.C. gets Conaway:;
Black moves up

The Kentueky Air Guard has seen two
important changes with the seloction of
John B, Conaway, former wing vice
cammandar, to become Deputy Director of
the Air National Guard at the Pentagon,

Conaway s wing vice commander and as
Air Commander, the senior techician po-
sition.

General Conaway srved with the
Kentucky Guard since 1062, In his new
position, he will wark in both policy and
program areas affecting all Air Guard
units,

Colonel Black, a command pilot with
nearly 5,000 hours of fying time in a 2\
carger, has been with the Kentucky

Commander of the 123d Tactical Reconn-

Correction
Several lines were dropped from a story
in the lust edition of the GUARDSMAN,
esltiag In Insorrs. scalineaion of ose
non-recognition of another,
Finalist in competition for “Outatanding
Enlisted Guardsman® of the year should

. HHi
lmm (Mech), Tho GUARDSMAN re-
the ervor.




MED EVAC — (Dr.) Brack Bivens helps a woman put her
infant into a 4415t Medical Detachment helicopter to
transport them from Pikeville to a Lexington hospital.

“UNLOADING-Mesbers of th 1t Rattlon, 1490h nfan
ry (Mech) work with Pineville volunteers ta unload food
for distribution. More than 250 tons of supplies were
transported into the flooded area. (Photo by Lt. Scotty
McFadden)

mmuonuoneninnyw!mmnnmh
flood as medical facilities and emergency transportation
were uffected, mombys?slinlim)

DEBRIS - This equipment, belonging to
the 2015t Engincer Battalion, was part of
the force that removed tons of debris in
southeastern Kentucky. (Photo by SFC

“ATTACK"-Employees of McDonald's help load a Kentuc-
ky Guard helicopter with some of the more than 3,000
hamburgers donated by Jerry Healy, owner of several
stores in castern Kentucky, for the flood vitims. The “Big

Msc Express” flow the badly-nceded food into several
cities. (Photo by Jack Babbitt, Ky. Dept. of Public Infor-
mation)



TROPHY WINNER - “Super Jeep™ stands on display after winning another major trophy

at the Louisville Rod and Custom Car Shaw.

Louisville units offer basic orientation

By SFC Donald R. La
When an individual without prior service

Cities grant benefits
Merchants in two more cities have
demonstrated their support of the Kentue-
ky National Guard by granting discounts
0 Gusrd raseabs,
In Greenville, 18 merchants are partici-
pasng.givig Geardamen an averags 10 per
discount on all merchandise, A
ot ke the T B, abreciod
20 per cenl f his normal charges,
In Central City, 13 retail merchants
offer discounts, ranging from five to 15

wide rngo of products
including hardware, clathing,
affice squipment. wnd sapplic, appliances,
shoes, and food.

joins » Louisville unit of the Kentucky
Army M Guard, he will normally
find himself well prepared for basic train-
ing before he leaves, thanks to o program
initiated by lst Lt Larry Wadley, of the
198th Military Police Battalion,

Instruetors provided by the MP unit
and the 207th U.S, Army Reserve offer a
32-hour course to familiarize the recruits
with the Army and the intisl phases of
active duty training

A training eyele that began in November
recently concluded with 4 trip to the
reception station at Fart Knox. All but one
unit in Louisville participated in the
program,

When each trainee completes. the pro
gram, he receives » diploma and cortificate
of completion, which i also recorded in
the individual’s persannel folder.

Super Jeep earns
top show honors

The Kentucky Army National Cuard's
display vehicle, “Super Jeep,” was  big
winner again at the 16th anaual Rod and
Custom Car Show at the Louisville Fair
grounds Feb, 25-27.

The white jeep, which is prepared and
maintained by members of Headquarters
and Headguarters Battery, XXIII Corps
Anillery and the 306th Malntenance
Company, took finst place in the “Recrea
tional Vehicle” class. It was the socond
such wward in as many showings.

The recruiting display st up around
the jeep also earned an “Outstanding

reial Award,”

Individusls who worked on the award-
winning project included MSgt. Kenmny
Bruner, Sgi. Marvin Gaddie, Sgt, Clifton
E. Jenkins, Sgt. Tommy Wilson, and SFC
Clifton A, Jenkins.

Flood relief

teantinued from page 1)
water and set up water purification sys:
tems.

The honor roll i long. Guardsmen
came from Ashland, Barbourville, Williams-
burg, Horlan, Middieshoro, London, Pres
tonshurg, Ravenna, Richmond, Somerset
Olive Hill, Juckson, Carlisle, [:ymhmnw,
Harrodsburg, Frankfort, and Louisville.
And, as most of the Guard forces finally
withdrew to turn the seanup over to
ers after more than a week on active
duty, the 20Tth Engineer Company and
mombers of the 198th Militury Polics
Battalion, both from Louisville, remained
in eastern Pike County on annual training
shatus.
Praise for the Guardsmen was universal
.nu summrized woll o an edioril thal
n the Ashland “Tndependent,”
I id, “The plight of the vietlms would
have been much more grim, howerer, had
the National Guard not been there to
help, That sssistance, so profesionally
and humanitarianly rendered, should earn
them the gratitude and respect of victims
and non-victims alike"
T was, and remain, proud to be a mem-
ber of the Kentucky National Ouard.
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